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How and Why Asian Regional Leading Cities Grow?
—From the Standpoint of Asian Creativeness—
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“Creativity” has attracted international attention as a major factor to enable continuous
city growth during globalization. Various contentions surround the concept and its
element of “Creativity.” It is based on the development of cities in Europe and the
United States, although it is not verified whether the growth of Asian cities is supported
by them. In addition, growth pattern of regional leading cities in Asia is not investigated
enough. For those reasons, this study examined the processes and factors of growth of
five regional leading cities in Asia. Results show that Asian cities’ growth is supported
by “Asian Growth Factor.” It is different from that of cities in Europe and the United
States; it comprises peculiar Asian characteristics of a network of personal contacts,
openness, and hospitality.
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